
A short reflection on today’s Gospel Matthew 13:44-52 
 

In today's Gospel, Jesus compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a hidden treasure, a pearl of 
great price, and a net gathering fish of every kind. Each image reminds us that life with God 
is the greatest gift we can receive—worth far more than anything this world can offer. The 
Kingdom of God is not just a future hope but a reality that begins whenever we choose to 
follow Christ with faith and trust. 
The treasure and the pearl invite us to reflect on what we truly value. The people in these 
parables willingly give up everything because they have found something of incomparable 
worth. In the same way, following Christ sometimes requires sacrifice, but whatever we 
surrender is insignificant compared to the joy, peace, and hope that come from knowing 
Him and sharing in His Kingdom. When Jesus becomes the centre of our lives, everything 
else finds its proper place. 
The parable of the net reminds us that God is patient and merciful, inviting everyone to 
receive His grace. At the same time, it encourages us to live faithfully each day, striving to 
grow in holiness and trusting in God's perfect justice. Every day is an opportunity to renew 
our commitment to Him through prayer, acts of charity, and faithful living. 
Jesus concludes by speaking of the scribe who brings out "what is new and what is old." As 
disciples, we are called to treasure the rich tradition of our Catholic faith while allowing the 
Gospel to renew our hearts each day. May we recognise the priceless treasure of Christ, 
choose Him above all else, and joyfully share His love and hope with everyone we meet. 
 
Prayer for Vocations to the Priesthood: For the men called to priesthood, that they will 
have the wisdom of Solomon (First Reading) as they guide God's people to find and value 
the treasure which is belonging to the Kingdom of God (Gospel) and building it up as a 
Kingdom of Justice, Love, and Peace.  
 
Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus – On Wednesday 29th July, the Church celebrates the 
Memorial of Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus, the siblings of Bethany and close friends of 
Jesus. Their home was a place of welcome, friendship and faith, where Jesus found rest and 
hospitality. 
The Gospels show each of them responding to Christ in a unique way. Martha reminds us 
of the importance of generous service, Mary teaches us to listen attentively to the Lord's 
word, and Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from the dead, is a powerful witness to the hope of 
new life found in Christ. 
Together, they remind us that Christian discipleship takes many forms. Whether we are 
called to serve, to pray, or to bear witness through our lives, each vocation has its place in 
building God's Kingdom. As we celebrate their memorial, may we welcome Christ into our 
homes and hearts with the same faith, love and generosity shown by Martha, Mary and 
Lazarus. 
Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus pray for us. 
 
The June 2026 edition of 'The Net', the monthly publication sharing the fruits of the 
faith in our parish communities within the Diocese of Derry and beyond.  The NET is 
available online at https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/the-net-june-2026 as well as 
hardcopy at the back of the Cathedral.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

St Vincent de Paul (St Eugene’s Conference) gratefully acknowledges receipt of a 
donation of £200. 
 

Thank you 
Fr Farren acknowledges with thanks the 
following donations for: 
 

Sight Savers: £50  £100 
Earthquake Appeal: £50 
Mary’s Meal: £200  £10 
Smile Train: £200  £10 
Missions: £50 

Anniversaries 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:  
Ella Webb 

Joseph Frew 
Oliver Cleaver (Nee Murray) 

Anne Ferguson 
Patrick Boyle 
Patsy Harkin 
Mary Cullen 

Margaret Boyle 
1 

May they rest in peace 

Sympathy 
We offer our sympathy to the family 
and friends of: 

Tillie Burder 
Martin Roddy 
Thomas Kehoe 
Teresa Roche 

 

May they rest in peace 

Baptisms 
We welcome as a member of God’s 

family: 
Kelly Francis Donnelly 

 

To book a Baptism contact the 
 Parish Office 02871 262894 

Collection 
 
 

Last week’s collection:  £5,672 
Parish Development:  £1,082 

Thank you for your generosity 

Readers for 1st/2nd August 
6.15 pm        Amulya George 
7.30 pm        Niamh Kehoe 
9.30 am        Kate Doherty      
11.00 am      Uju A 
12.30 pm      Eilish Friel                 
7.00 pm        Anna Begley 

Sacrament of Marriage 
 

We congratulate  
Nicole Porter & Shane O’Neill 
who celebrated the Sacrament of 

Marriage recently in the Cathedral 

May God bless you abundantly in love, 
joy and happiness 

 

Sick Visitation 
Fr Shaun Doherty will attend the sick 
and housebound in his care on Tuesday 
and Friday. 

Sick Visitation 
 

Fr Paul Farren will attend the sick and 
housebound in his care during the 
coming week: 

Monday: Lisfannon Park,  
William Street, Creggan Street,  
Fahan Street, Cable Street, Lower Road, 
Abbey House, Little Diamond 
Tuesday: Mulvey Park,  
Laburnum Terrace, Elmwood Terrace,   
Westland Terrace, Gartan Square, 
Clarendon Manor, Grangemore, 
Northland Road 



6th World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly – National Pilgrimage to Knock 
Shrine.  This weekend, the Church celebrates the 6th World Day for Grandparents and the 
Elderly, a day established to recognise the invaluable place of grandparents and older people 
in our families, parishes and communities. This year's theme, chosen by Pope Leo XIV, is 
"I will never forget you" (Isaiah 49:15), reminding us of God's enduring love and of our call 
to cherish and accompany our older generations. The programme begins with the Anointing 
of the Sick at 2.30 pm, followed by Mass at 3.00 pm, celebrated by Archbishop Eamon 
Martin. You can join the celebration via the Knock Shrine livestream at 
www.knockshrine.ie/watch-live/  
 

First Saturday Rosary takes place on Saturday 1st August in Market Square, Letterkenny 
at 1pm.  Everyone is welcome.                
 

Accord Derry – Marriage Preparation Workshops 2026 - Accord Derry is pleased to 
announce upcoming Marriage Preparation Workshops taking place in 2026. These courses 
are designed to support couples as they prepare for the Sacrament of Marriage. 
The remaining available dates for 2026 are as follows: 

 September: 25th–26th 2026  
 November: 20th–21st 2026  

All courses are now available for online booking at: www.accordni.com.   
Please note that Accord Derry will not be facilitating Marriage Preparation Courses 
during October or December 2026.  Couples are encouraged to book early to secure a 
place on their preferred date. 
 
 

ATU St Angela’s is now accepting applications for the Part-Time Certificate in 
Religious Education for Primary School (online delivery), beginning in Autumn 2026. 
The programme is open to qualified primary school teachers, qualified post-primary 
teachers wishing to transfer to primary teaching, and parents, sacramental preparation teams, 
and parish catechists with an interest in primary religious education. The closing date for 
applications is Friday, 14th August 2026. For further information, contact Mary Kearns, 
Senior Administrator, Education Department, ATU St Angela’s, Lough Gill, Sligo, at 
mary.kearns@atu.ie, or visit www.atu.ie. 
 
 

St Eugene’s Cathedral is monitored by CCTV cameras and by two live streaming 
cameras. Live streaming can be viewed online at www.churchservices.tv, 
www.watchmcnmedia or the parish website. The Diocese of Derry Privacy Notice is 
displayed on the parish website and Cathedral notice board, or you may obtain a copy from 
the Parish Office. 
 

Safeguarding Notice: If you have any concerns with regard to the Safeguarding of children 
within the Church please contact Marie O’Kane, the Diocesan Designated Liaison Person 
(DLP) on +447596500793 or email: dlp@derrydiocese.org  
Northern Ireland emergency services: PSNI (Police Service of Northern Ireland): 101 Social 
Services: Gateway Services, Western HSC Trust: 028 7131 4090 (and ask for the Duty 
Social Worker), Gateway Services, Northern HSC Trust: 028 9442 4459, Regional 
Emergency Social Work Services: 0800 1979 995.  Republic of Ireland emergency services: 
Garda Síochána Buncrana: 00353 749 320 540 Letterkenny: 00353 749 167 100, TUSLA 
(ROI) Child and Family Agency: 00353 749 102 23 
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